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Meeting Aims

- To go through some phonic’s terminology and explain what phonics is

- To introduce the school’s new government validated Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP) 
programme Twinkl Phonics

- To go through the Twinkl Phonics Levels 

- To explain the connection between your child’s phonics development and our new decodable 
Rhino Readers book scheme 

- To share ideas for how you can support your child’s journey to fluent reading at home. 

- To answer any questions about phonics at Vaughan



Phonics Terminology
Here is some of the terminology you might hear as your children begin to learn phonics. 

Phoneme the smallest unit of sound in words

Grapheme the written representation of a sound

GPC (Grapheme-Phoneme 
Correspondence)

being able to match a phoneme with the correct grapheme and vice versa

Blending joining individual speech sounds together to read a word

Segmenting breaking down words into individual speech sounds to spell a word

Digraph two letters making one sound e.g. ‘sh’ 

Trigraph three letters making one sound e.g. ‘igh’ 

Split Digraph two letters making one sound which are divided by a consonant e.g. the i_e
sound in the word ‘side’

Tricky/Common 
Exception Words

words that are not fully decodable such as ‘the’ and ‘was’

Sound buttons circles or spots that can be written underneath a sound to support reading  

Sound bars lines that can be written underneath digraphs or trigraphs to show that the 
letters make one sound

Mnemonic a visual prompt to help children remember a sound 













Level 1
How can I support my child at home?

- Work on listening skills, taking turns and encouraging your child to look at 
you when you are speaking.

- Go on a listening walk around your house or outside and talk about the 
sounds they can hear. 

- Play the game ‘I Hear with My Little Ear’! Take it in turns to imitate the sound 
of something and guess what makes that sound. 

- Make a collection of your own noisemakers. Can they guess a sound being 
played under a blanket? You could include things like crisp packets, keys, coins 
in a pot, a rattle or a squeaky toy. 

- Read with your child daily at home. Could they use instruments or noise 
makers to add sound affects? Can they create their own voice sounds for 
sound affects?



Level 1
How can I support my child at home?

- Play a listening and copying game using a small set of instruments and  
noisemakers. Try creating loud or quiet sounds and simple patterns. 

- Learn and perform lots of nursery rhymes. Use actions for body percussion!

- Read rhyming books and play with rhyme. Play rhyming bingo or snap. You 
can even challenge your child to make the rhymes silly, e.g. Hickory dickory 
dock the mouse ran up the sock! 

- Oral blending ad segmenting games. Such as I spy… a c-a-t, I spy a

f-r-o-g or Simon Says touch your h-ea-d. 













How can I support my Reception child at 
home?

- Practise listening skills using the Level 1 ideas for home. 

- Practise the new sounds and graphemes at home using the Parent 
Information Sheets. Remember to use the smallest unit of sounds 
when pronouncing the sounds and model the correct letter formation 
as taught in school. 

- Letter names, letter formation and capital letters are taught alongside 
each phoneme. So you can practise these too!

- Read every day with your child. Use the Before Reading page each 
time to develop rapid recall. 

- Practise writing the tricky words as well as reading them. Be creative 
to make it fun - paint them, write them in sand or lentils / rice on a 
plate, make them out of playdough etc. 

- Practise hearing and segmenting sounds for writing through a 
purpose. Can they make a shopping list for you or can they label what 
they have built in lego or made in playdough. 











How can I support my Year 1 or 2 child at 
home?

- If your child is still developing their reading fluency and 
ability to blend and segment, practise listening skills 
using the Level 1 ideas for home. You can adapt to make 
some games harder too. For example, I spy a ch-i-m-p. 
Using adjacent consonants or even polysyllabic words 
ch-i-m-p-a-n-z-ee. 

- Practise the new sounds and graphemes at home using 
the Parent Information Sheets and practice their weekly 
spellings. 

- Read every day with your child. Use the Before Reading 
page each time to develop rapid recall. 





Rhino Readers – Home Reading Books

• Fully decodable books for your child’s stage of 
development. 

• Linked to phonics teaching and only progress through 
the levels when the sounds have been taught and when 
your child has shown they are secure in the prior levels. 

• Twinkl has sets of books for each level which are divided 
into sub-levels. Books can be sent home more than once.

• Remember home reading is for practise and to develop 
fluency. Your child should be able to decode the book. 



How can you support your child when 
reading at home?
• Positive experiences to foster a love of reading. A mix of child-led and adult-led reading.

• Daily reading – children thrive on repetition. Hardwiring phonemes and tricky words! 

• Finding a time to read that is right for your child – try and get into a routine.

• Pre-reading talk is really important. Explore the front cover and blurb together. What do they 
notice? Do they have the vocabulary to discuss what they can see and are they excited by the 
title?



How can you support your child when 
reading at home?
• Don’t skip the ‘Before Reading Page’. Point 

and say the phonemes and words. Keep this 
pacey and fun!

• If your child isn’t sure on a sound, first say 
the word underneath.  Then segment / 
stretch it out to hear the sound they need. 
Emphasising the phoneme they need. 

• When reading the focus words can your 
child identify the digraphs and do they 
understand the meaning of the word?

• Pink words are tricky words to learn by 
sight. If it’s pink, stop and think! You can 
help your child with these words. 



How can you support your child when 
reading at home?
After Reading page for comprehension.

Additional questions you could use to check 
understanding are: 

1. Vocabulary check – they can read it but 
do they know what it means? You can 
ask them to use in a sentence or think 
of another word that means the same. 

2. Predicting – mid way through is a good 
point as they are familiar enough to 
make sensible predictions.

3. Sequencing – ordering events from the 
beginning, middle and end.

4. Retrieval – finding facts or specific 
answer through scanning the text. 




